SOME IMPORTANT KEYS AND DISCIPLINES TO HELP SEE OUR LIVES BEARING MUCH ETERNAL FRUIT IN 2026
Introductory thoughts:

· That we are now in a new season that needs to be birthed in the power of the Holy Spirit and prayer

In the book of Isaiah we read,

“Do not remember the former things, Nor consider the things of old.  Behold, I will do a new thing, Now it shall spring forth; Shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  (Isaiah 43:18-19)
In 2 Chronicles we read,

“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:3-5)
· ALWAYS GOING TO GOD FOR HELP IN PRAYER AND ESPECIALLY DURING OUR TRIALS AND CHALLENGES
In the book of James we read,

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:5-8) 
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

The Apostle John wrote,

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.” (1 John 5:14-15)
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

The angel Gabriel said to Mary the mother of Jesus,

“For with God nothing will be impossible.” (Luke 1:37)
· The importance of unity / (working together with other churches and ministries and Christians)

· We all need one another in the body of Christ. We are better together

King David wrote,

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.  It is like the precious oil upon the head, Running down on the beard, The beard of Aaron, Running down on the edge of his garments. It is like the dew of Hermon, Descending upon the mountains of Zion; For there the LORD commanded the blessing –Life forevermore.” (Psalm 133:1-3)

· IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE ALWAYS HAVE A KINGDOM MINDSET AND THAT OUR FOCUS IS ALWAYS ON HELPING OTHERS TO FULFIL THEIR GOD GIVEN CALLINGS IN LIFE

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:” (1 Corinthians 12:4-7)
“Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.” (1 Corinthians 14:12)
· THE IMPORTANCE OF MAKING DISCIPLES
(2026 IS A YEAR FOR MULTIPLICATION)

Jesus Himself said,

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,    
“teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy,

“And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2)

The Apostle Paul also wrote,

“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the EQUIPPING of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;” (Ephesians 4:11-13)
“from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)
THE APOSTLE PAUL ALSO EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING MORE FATHERS OF THE FAITH 

It is so important that we invest our lives in discipling and mentoring the next generation of Christians as we pass the baton on to them

The Apostle Paul wrote, “For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel. Therefore I urge you, imitate me. For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.” (1 Corinthians 4:15-17)

· The importance of knowing and following God’s will for our life and ministries in 2026
Jesus Himself said, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34)

The Apostle Paul also wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)
AND

· BEING MINDFUL OF THE NEARNESS OF THE RAPTURE OF ALL TRUE BELIEVERS (That we are always ready and prepared for the rapture by keeping our focus on the eternal things and not entangling ourselves with the things of this world)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17)

Jesus Himself said in relation to the times that we are now living in,

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:34-36)

GIVEN THE HOUR THAT WE ARE NOW LIVING IN HOW EVANGELISM MUST BE A GREAT FOCUS

I will finish my introductory thoughts with three sayings of one of my mentors in relation to the times that we are now living in: 
· IT IS CLOSING TIME

· THERE IS DANGER IN DELAY, AND

· PREPARE, PREPARE, PREPARE
I will now look at a number of keys and disciplines that can help us to live an overcoming and fruitful Christian life and to fully appropriate all that God has planned for our lives in 2026

1) THE IMPORTANCE OF CONTINUALLY FEEDING ON THE WORD OF GOD
The LORD said to Joshua, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)
The Apostle Paul also wrote,

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  
2) THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING A RIGHT HEART

In the book of Proverbs we read, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)

A GREAT KEY TO MAINTAINING A RIGHT HEART IS TO WIN THE BATTLE FOR THE MIND

What we think upon will ultimately affect our heart attitudes

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he…” (Proverbs 23:7)
This is why it is so important that we are always quick to take all wrong and negative and critical thoughts captive before they take us captive

The enemy will continually bombard our mind with wrong thoughts to try and distract and discourage us from following God’s plan for our lives

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5)
A great key to winning the battle for the mind is also being disciplined in what we allow into our ear and eye gates
This is particularly the case given the modern technology that we now have and the continual access that we have to the smart phone

The Apostle Paul gave us great counsel in relation to what we should focus on when he wrote,

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
A SECOND GREAT KEY TO MAINTAINING A RIGHT HEART IS MEDITATING ON THE WORD OF GOD AND ALLOWING THE WORD OF GOD TO FILL OUR HEARTS AND MINDS
The Psalmist wrote,

“How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word.  With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments!  Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:9-11)
3) TRUSTING GOD AT ALL TIMES AND IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES (Continually just doing what Jesus tells us to do)
THIS NEEDS TO BE A CONTINUAL CHOICE

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

King David wrote,

“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”  (Psalm 37:3-5)
In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:7-8)
Jesus Himself said,

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 
4) BEING CONTINUALLY GUIDED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT IN 2026
Jesus Himself said,

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (John 14:26)

Jesus Himself also said,

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)
5) THE IMPORTANCE OF INTIMACY IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD
Our love for Jesus must be our greatest priority in 2026

Anointing flows from our relationship with God

It is our love for God that will sustain us through life’s trials and challenges and keep us strong to the end in our walk with the Lord
For this reason, it is so important to continually make time to spend with the Lord and ideally, to have a special place where you meet with Him each day
Jesus Himself said,
“Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5)
KING DAVID WAS THE ONLY MAN REFERRED TO IN THE BIBLE AS BEING A MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART

He was Israel’s greatest king

Starting the day with the Lord is such a great key to living a victorious Christian life as we get His peace and perspective for what He has planned for our life each day

King David wrote,

“O GOD, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.” (Psalm 63:1-3)

DAILY WE NEED WISDOM TO MAKE RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE. FOR THIS REASON, THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE, “pray without ceasing,” (1 Thessalonians 5:17)

In the book of Daniel we read,

“… but the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.” (Daniel 11:32)

AT A TIME WHEN JESUS SAID, “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold” HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE MAKE OUR LOVE FOR CHRIST OUR GREATEST PRIORITY IN LIFE

6) HAVING CLARITY OF VISION FOR 2026 (Again the importance of knowing and following God’s will and plan for our lives in 2026)
The LORD said to the Prophet Habakkuk,

“Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry.” (Habakkuk 2:2-3)
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)
Not having a clear God given vision for their life makes it far easier for discouragement and distractions to sidetrack a person from following God’s blueprint for their lives  

HAVING A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE AND MINISTRY IN 2026 IS A GREAT KEY TO BEING ABLE TO THEN PRAYERFULLY MAKE PLANS TO SEE ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIVES THIS YEAR COMING TO PASS
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, but those of everyone who is hasty, surely to poverty.” (Proverbs 21:5)
7) THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING FAITHFUL IN THE LITTLE THINGS

Jesus Himself said,
“He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.” (Luke 16:10)

“And if you have not been faithful in what is another man’s, who will give you what is your own? (Luke 16:12)

In the gospel of Luke, we see an incredible statement in relation to the importance of being faithful even in the “very little things”

In the Parable of the Minas, we read the words of Jesus in relation to the words of the Master to the first faithful servant, “And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.” (Luke 19:17)

Being faithful in the little things is such a great key to promotion in God’s Kingdom and to being given greater authority and spheres of influence

8) THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A TEACHABLE SPIRIT

WE COME INTO THE WORLD KNOWING NOTHING

For this reason, we have much to learn

Being teachable is a great key to avoiding many mistakes in life and to becoming all that God has planned for our lives

The simple fact is that if we are not prepared to have others speaking into our lives, we will also most likely have selective hearing when God speaks to us
The bible is full of Scriptures that emphasise the importance of being teachable

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.” (Proverbs 9:8-9)
“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14)

“Listen to counsel and receive instruction, That you may be wise in your latter days.” (Proverbs 19:20)

PROVERBS CHAPTER EIGHT IS ALL ABOUT THE EXCELLENCE OF WISDOM

In verses 10 and 11 of this chapter we read,

“Receive my instruction, and not silver,
And knowledge rather than choice gold;

For wisdom is better than rubies,

And all the things one may desire cannot be compared with her.”
There are three types of people:
i) Those who are teachable

ii) Those who are hard to teach, and

iii) Those who are unteachable

Put another way:

i) There are people who learn from other people’s mistakes and experiences

ii) There are people who learn from their own mistakes, and

iii) There are some people who never learn

Being teachable is such a great key to fulfilling all that God has planned for our lives and to consistently making right choices in life
9) THE IMPORTANCE OF VALUING OUR SIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIPS. They are a gift from God

It is so important that we appreciate the people that God brings into our lives and that we actively sow time and effort into our significant relationships

HAVING GOOD FRIENDS IN MINISTRY IS SUCH A GREAT BLESSING ESPECIALLY WHEN WE ARE EXPERIENCING TRIALS OR CHALLENGES IN LIFE
OUR FAMILIES MUST ALWAYS BE THE MOST IMPORTANT MINISTRY AS WE SPEND QUALITY TIME WITH OUR SPOUSE AND CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN AND MODEL THE CHRISTIAN LIFE TO THEM

10) LIVING OUR LIFE TO SERVE OTHERS WITH OUR OWN UNIQUE GIFTS AND CALLINGS (Jesus Himself was referred to as being the Servant King)
Jesus Himself said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet is shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)

Again, the Apostle Paul wrote,

“Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.” (1 Corinthians 14:12)
THE SIMPLE FACT IS THAT TO BE GREAT IN GOD’S KINGDOM IS TO BE A SERVANT TO OTHERS

Serving another person’s ministry is generally the prerequisite for God giving us our own ministry 

Jesus Himself said, “And if you have not been faithful in what is another man’s, who will give you what is your own? (Luke 16:12)
11) THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING HUMILITY IN OUR WALK WITH THE LORD AND MINISTRY

It is so important that we continually give all the glory to God, especially when we are experiencing success in our life and ministry
The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Corinthians 10:31)
THE BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT PRIDE ALWAYS PRECEDES A FALL

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18)

In the book of Daniel, we see the consequences of pride when King Nebuchadnezzar allowed pride to enter his heart as he looked at all his achievements 
The amazing thing is that King Nebuchadnezzar was warned first about the consequences of having pride in his achievements BEFORE he succumbed to pride

We see an account of this in Daniel Chapter 4 and verses 28 to 35
28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, he said, “Is  not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my         mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”
29 While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice came from            heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royalauthority has been taken from you.”
30 Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “King   Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed from       you! And they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen; and seven      times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the 
kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.”
31 That very hour the word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the   dew of heaven till his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails      like birds’ claws.
32 At the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven,     and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and   praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an            everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is from generation to generation.
33 All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does  according to His will in the army of heaven And among the inhabitants of  the earth. No one can restrain His hand Or say to Him, “What have You                   done?” 34 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my        kingdom, my honor and glory, and the glory of my majesty, I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His             dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom endures from          generation to generation.
35 All the inhabitants of the earth are of no account, But He does                according to His will among the army of heaven And among the                   inhabitants of earth; And no one can restrain His hand Or say to Him, “What have You done?””
THE SIMPLE FACT IS THAT PRIDE IS VERY SUBTLE

It is so important that we are always diligent in guarding our hearts from pride entering
THE BIBLE ALSO MAKES IT CLEAR THAT HUMILITY IS A GREAT KEY TO PROMOTION IN GOD’S KINGDOM

In the book of Peter we read,

“Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for 

    “God resists the proud, 

     But gives grace to the humble.” 

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,” (1 Peter 5:5-6)

In the book of James we read,

“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.” (James 4:10)

12) LIVING OUR LIVES IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. The importance of being continually filled with the Holy Spirit

It is so important that we live our lives and minister continually in the power of the Holy Sprit
Jesus Himself during His ministry here on earth depended upon the Holy Spirit

In the book of Acts we read,

“how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.  And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:3-5)
IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE ARE ALWAYS LIVING OUR LIFE AND MINISTERING OUT OF THE OVERFLOW OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN OUR LIVES
As we give out to others we need to be then filled afresh ourselves by the Holy Spirit

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)

THE DISCIPLES HAD THEIR BORN-AGAIN EXPERIENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ON RESURRECTION SUNDAY

We see this in the gospel of John, 

“So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.  And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)

HOWEVER, AFTER THIS WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE JESUS MADE IT CLEAR THAT THERE WAS STILL A GREATER EXPERIENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO COME
Jesus Himself said,

“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”  (Luke 24:49)
“For John truly baptised with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” (Acts 1:5)

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

THE DISCIPLES WERE BAPTISED IN THE HOLY ON THE DAY OF PENTECOST. THUS, THEIR EXPERIENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WAS NOW COMPLETE

In chapter 2 of the book of Acts we read,

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:1-4)
BEING BAPTISED IN THE HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERS A BELIEVER TO BE EFFECTIVE IN WITNESSING TO AND PREACHING THE GOSPEL TO UNBELIEVERS
13) CONTINUALLY HAVING THE RIGHT FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATIONS IN OUR LIFE. (Who we associate with will greatly impact the outcome of our lives and ministries)

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)
In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  (Proverbs 12:26)
“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.” (Proverbs 13:20)

14) AS PASTORS AND LEADERS WE MUST BE PRAYERFUL AND LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AS TO WHO TO APPOINT INTO LEADERSHIP ROLES

The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy,
“Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other people’s sins; keep yourself pure.” (1 Timothy 5:22)
THE APOSTLE PAUL EMPHASIED THE IMPORTANCE OF CHARACTER AND MATURITY WHEN CHOOSING TO PUT PEOPLE INTO LEADERSHIP ROLES

In 1 Timothy Chapter Three the Apostle Paul shared the traits that are required of people in leadership roles

Some of these traits included, not being greedy for money, being gentle, not quarrelsome, one who rules his house well and not a novice, lest they be puffed up with pride

IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE ARE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT WHEN APPOINTING PEOPLE INTO LEADERSHIP ROLES

In the book of Acts we read,

“Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.” (Acts 13:1-3)
15) BEING WELL CONNECTED AND ACCOUNTABLE TO OTHER MATURE CHRISTIANS. We cannot do the Christian life alone

In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
16) THE IMPORTANCE OF MODELLING THE CHRISTIAN LIFE TO THOSE THAT GOD HAS ENTRUSTED TO OUR CARE AS PASTORS AND LEADERS
The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy,

“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” (1 Timothy 4:12)

The Apostle Peter wrote to exhort the church elders,

“Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.” (1 Peter 5:2-4)
17) THE IMPORTANCE OF ALWAYS HAVING A RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARDS MONEY (That it is always our servant and not our master)

The Apostle Paul wrote to the young pastor Timothy,

“Now godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out… But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6:6, 7, 9-10)
18) THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVING A CRUCIFIED LIFE

Jesus Himself said,

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.” (Luke 9:23-24)

Jesus also said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”  (Galatians 2:20)
19) THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING COMMITTED TO FINISHING WHAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIVES

AT THE BEGINNING OF HIS MINISTRY JESUS SAID,

“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” (John 4:34)
AS JESUS PREPARED TO RETURN BACK TO HIS FATHER IN HEAVEN, HE PRAYED TO HIM,

“I have glorified You on earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” (John 17:4)

IT IS EASY TO START SOMETHING, BUT IT WILL TAKE COURAGE AND COMMITMENT TO FINISH WHAT GOD HAS CALLED US TO DO IN LIFE

The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)
LIKE JESUS WE NEED TO BE CONTINUALLY COMMITTED TO FINISHING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE IN EVERY SEASON
20) THE GREATEST IS LOVE

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3)
IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT ALL THAT WE DO IN LIFE IS UNDERGIRDED BY A GENUINE LOVE FOR OTHERS

PEOPLE RESPOND TO GENUINE LOVE

This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, 

“Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.” (1 Corinthians 14:1)
The Apostle Peter wrote,
“But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.” (1 Peter 4:7-9)
Jesus Himself said,

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:34-35)

The Apostle Paul also wrote,

“And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13)
AND

21) IT IS HARVEST TIME

THERE IS A WORLD IN DESPERATE NEED OF HOPE

As Christians we have the answer. The good news of the gospel.

I will finish with the words of Jesus,

“Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!” (John 4:35)
